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Wine journalist and educator Tan Ying Hsien, who became the first Singaporean Master of Wine last week, hopes his
appointment will encourage more Asian wine professionals to broaden their knowledge as consumers grow increasingly

educated.
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Tan, who has judged at multiple wine and sommelier competitions in Singapore and Hong Kong, pointed to his home
nation as an example, calling it “one of the most sophisticated market in Asia”. “The number of consumers with wine
expertise and knowledge outnumbers the number of wine professionals,” the 53-year-old said over the phone. “They’re
sceptical of professional reviewers, which is very refreshing.”
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He pointed to further study as a way people in the wine industry can learn more, but as one of only three Asian MWs, Tan
conceded that non-English speakers might be “intimidated by the whole process”. “Wine is a very Western thing,” Tan said

of professional certifications. “It’s very English-focused in its approach in terms of the use of language and communication
skills.”
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However, studying for the MW qualification has taught Tan how to taste, which he believes is crucial to being in the trade.
“Professionals should have a fundamental base of knowledge of tasting skill,” he said. “It’s a question of refining and honing
that, and making it a bit more focused.”
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